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Welcome to the February edition of our monthly newsletter 
This month we enter Lent, where we reflect and prepare for Easter. The 

season will begin on Wednesday 18th February with our Ash Wednesday 

Holy Communion service including the imposition of Ashes.  

If you are new to our church please do introduce yourself to our 

welcoming team. You can also complete a contact card found in the pews. 

Rector: Rev Jake Eggertsen  
jake@stjamestrowbridge.co.uk  

 

Curate: Rev Chris Adams 
chris@stjamestrowbridge.co.uk 

 

Children’s & Families Ministry Leader: 
Nick Lambert 

nick@stjamestrowbridge.co.uk   

Church Office Manager: Clair Matthews  

clair@stjamestrowbridge.co.uk  

Wardens: Richard Clarke & John Joy 
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       Rector’s Reflection 

            Walking with Christ through Lent 

“Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you” (James 4:8) 
 

The season of Lent has deep roots in Church history. In the early 
church, the forty days of Lent were particularly focussed on 
preparing new converts for baptism at Easter. Over time, Lent 
developed into a broader pattern of Christian living, marked by 
prayer, fasting, meditation on God’s word, repentance, and 
almsgiving – all the ordinary “stuff” of the Christian life! In that 
sense, Lent is not meant to be a special season of sacrificial living 
so much as an annual reminder of what should always be true for us 
as Christians. 
 

Giving something up for Lent is not about punishing ourselves or 
proving how disciplined we are. It is about loosening the grip of 
things that quietly grip us, so that we can cling more fully to Christ, 
and walk more attentively with him to the cross and the empty 
tomb.  



This year, I would like to encourage each of us to accompany our 
giving up with a taking up. As we give up something, let us 
intentionally make room for prayer and attention to God. To help us 
do this, our Lent book this year is The Daily Liturgy Devotional: 40 
Days of Worship and Prayer.   
 

The Daily Liturgy Devotional is a beautiful, hardback, all-in-one daily 
devotional, offering material to help us pray, read and meditate on 
Scripture, and even sing. It can be used individually or as part of a 
group.  
 

The Christian bookseller, 10 of those, have generously made it 
available to us at just £5 a copy. If you’d like a copy, please sign up 
at the back of church, or email Nicola: 

nicola@stjamestrowbridge.co.uk  
 

May the Lord bless us as we journey with him this Lent. 

Jake 

https://uk.10ofthose.com/


 

Services in February 
Sunday 1st February  
8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.45am Sunday Worship* 
Readings  Malachi 3:1-5  Luke 2:22-40 
4.30pm   Adult Sunday School 
 

Friday 6th February 10.30am: Holy Communion 
Preceded by Mothers’ Union Wave of Prayer at 10am 
 

Sunday 8th February 
10.45am Sunday Worship (HC)*   
Readings  Genesis 1:1-2:3   Matthew 6:25-end  
4.30pm   Family Fellowship 
 

Sunday 15th February 
10.45am Sunday Worship* 
Readings:  Exodus 24:12-end  Matthew 17:1-9  
4.30pm:  Adult Sunday School 
 

Wednesday 18th February 6.00pm:  
Ash Wednesday Joint Benefice Holy Communion 
with Imposition of Ashes.  
 

Friday 20th February 10.30am: Morning Prayer 
 

Sunday 22nd February 
10.45am Sunday Worship (HC)* 
Readings:  Romans 5:12-19   Matthew 4:1-11  

 

We pray for: Bob Hughes, Margaret Gilbert, Audrey Griffiths, 
Anne-Marie Glenn, Vic Fielding, Jeannette Worth, the Hamilton-
Browns, Jan Shrapnell, Joanna Danak, Andrew, and Kate Winfield.  
Please let Clair know of names to be added or removed.  

* indicates 
livestreamed 

services 



 

St James’ February Diary 

Sun 1st 12noon Quarter Peal Attempt 

Mon 2nd 2.15pm 
7.00pm 

Monday Fellowship Group at Farleigh Avenue 
Monday Home Group in Church 

Tues 3rd 10.30am Fellowship and Crafts (Pat Doel’s house) 

Wed 4th 1.00pm Mothers’ Union Lunch & AGM in the Church Hall 

Wed 11th 2.30pm Wednesday Home Group 

Thurs 12th 6.30pm Soup Run Duty 

Fri 13th 7.00pm Youth Fellowship in the Church Hall 

Mon 16th 2.15pm 
7.00pm 

Monday Fellowship Group at Farleigh Avenue 
Monday Home Group in Church 

Tues 17th 10.30am 
10.30am 

Fellowship and Crafts (Pat Doel’s house) 
Raleigh Court Service 

Wed 18th 10.15am Mothers’ Union Prayers in Church 

Thurs 19th 2.30pm 
6.30pm 

Goodson Lodge Service 
Soup Run Duty 

Sat 21st 7.00pm SDGR Devizes Branch Practice 

Sun 22nd 12noon 10/12 Bell Quarter Peal  

Mon 23rd 2.15pm 
7.00pm 

Monday Lent Group at Farleigh Avenue 
Monday Lent Group in Church 

Tues 24th 6.00pm Church Prayer Meeting 

Wed 25th 2.30pm Wednesday Lent Group 

Fri 27th 7.00pm Youth Fellowship in the Church Hall 

Sat 28th  9.30am  Band Practice 

For all the latest updates go to www.stjamestrowbridge.co.uk/whats-on 

Coffee Corner is open throughout the month:  
Mon, Wed & Sat 10.00am to 12.00 noon 

 

Keeping the coffee corner open is an integral part of St James’ ministry 
and outreach to our wider community. We currently have various gaps 
on the weekday rota, if you are interested in helping out please speak 
to Cath Senior or Barbara King. Thank you.  



BELL NEWS: Quarter peals are planned for the 1st and 
22nd of the month at 12noon.  The monthly Devizes Branch 

practice is scheduled for the 21st at 7pm. 

Bell Ringing practice takes place every Wednesday, 7pm until 9pm 

Mothers’ Union will meet on 
Wednesday 4th February at 
1.00pm in the Church Hall for 
our Annual Lunch and AGM. 
Our Wave of Prayer service is 
on Friday 6th February at 
10.00pm, followed by Holy 
Communion. You can also join 
us on Wednesday 18th 
February at 10.15 in the Church 
for our monthly Prayer 
Meeting.  All Welcome 

 

MONDAY OFFICE  

A Short service of Morning 
Prayer on Mondays from 9 to 

9.30am in church.   

CHURCH PRAYER MEETING  

Our Church Prayer Meeting for 
February will take place in church at  

6pm on Tuesday 24th  

All Welcome. 

 

BIBLE SOCIETY QUIZ AFTERNOON 
Tuesday 10th March, 2.30pm 

 

Come and join us for a fun afternoon in St. James' 
Church Hall with eight rounds of questions, each one 

based on a different topic. Tables of four, so bring a team if 
possible, but if not, you will be able to join another table. We'll have 
an interval for tea and cake. Free admission but donations invited 
towards the Bible Society's international work and ministry. 
 

We look forward to seeing you on March 10th.  Barbara King, Emie 
and Len Haysom.  

I have put up  a new rota for coffee 
duty in the Coffee Corner. Please 
sign up! This is an  important 
outreach in church and a vital part 
of our ministry as well as being 
much appreciated by our regular 
clientele. We have a faithful group 
of volunteers who always give of 
their time, however Saturdays are 
sometimes a problem.  

Thank you to all you lovely 
people who support us 
and Bless you. Cath.  



The food bank continues to be 
extremely busy, and consequently 
they are running very short of a lot 
of the items that are regularly given 
to clients. 

Currently they need: tinned 
vegetables, tinned meals such as 
chilli, meatballs, stew, chicken in 

white sauce, curries. Also tinned 
pasta meals e.g. ravioli, macaroni 
cheese, spaghetti hoops etc. For 
people with limited cooking 
facilities instant pot noodles, and 
microwave rice are useful, also 
spreads that can go on bread or 
toast such as marmite, peanut 
butter, chocolate spread, honey 
and jam. Squash, coffee, sugar, 
and UHT milk are also items that 
are also frequently needed and 
consequently in short supply. 

Thank you for your continuous 
support of this important work. 
Ann Cook 

OUR CHARITY FOCUS  
FOR FEBRUARY 

The Open Doors World Watch List 
2026 Top 50 was launched on 
January 14th! Order your copy 
from their website, link below, to 
read inspiring stories of incredible 
courage and impossible faith in the 
countries where following Jesus 

costs the most!  
Explore the Watch List 
on the Open Doors 
website click here or 
scan the QR Code 
 

Please pray – 177 believers were 
kidnapped in Kaduna State, Nigeria 
on Sunday (18 January) from three 
churches in the Kurmin Wali 
community. Morning services were 
progressing as normal when armed 
extremists suddenly invaded, 

shooting and ordering people to 
march out into the bush. Whilst 
some have been able to escape, 
over 160 remain held. 
Maigirma Shekarau is one believer 
who was able to flee. He shares, 
"After the terrorists took us from 
the church, we trekked for a long 
distance without food and water." 
This is not the first attack this 
community has experienced.  
"Christian communities in 
southern Kaduna State already 
face heightened vulnerability as a 
result of state neglect. Their 
circumstances are now 
exacerbated through repeated 
targeting," says 'Jo Newhouse', 
spokesperson for Open Doors' 
work in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Please pray for our brothers and 
sisters, that the Lord would free 
those still kidnapped, protect His 
church in Nigeria, and bring swift 
justice. 

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/


 

Children & Families 
Grandparents Afternoon Tea, Saturday 14th March 

This is an opportunity to meet with other Grandparents 
from local churches to think about Connecting with our 
Grandchildren. 

Whether our Grandchildren are near or far, the world they are 
growing up in is very different to what the world was like 20 - 30 
years ago.  

At this session we’ll think about the culture the children are growing 
up in, the pressures they’re facing and we’ll especially think about 
how Grandparents can connect well with their Grandchildren. We’ll 
think about making the most of the time we have with 
Grandchildren as well as how best to connect with them if they live 
further away.   Nick 



Saturday14th February 

Toys for the Kids, Tea, Coffee & Great Food,  

St James Parish Church Hall 9.30 - 11am 





Adult Sunday School
4.30pm in Church

First and third 
Sunday of the month

Term Time Only

For all the latest information and to 
sign up to events

www.stjamestrowbridge.co.uk

Go to our Website



              

       St Leonard’s Keevil 

Sunday 1st February  
11.00am Sunday Worship with Baptism 
Readings: Malachi 3:1-5 Luke 2:22-40  
 

Sunday 8th February 
9.15am Sunday Worship (HC) 
Readings: Genesis 1:1-23 Matthew 6:25-end 
 

Sunday 15th February 
9.15am Sunday Worship (MP) 
Readings: Exodus 24:12-end  Matthew 17:1-9  
 

Wednesday 18th February 6.00pm:  
Ash Wednesday Joint Benefice Holy Communion 
with Imposition of Ashes at St James’ Trowbridge.  
 

Sunday 22nd February 
9.15am Sunday Worship (HC) 
Readings: Romans 5:12-19 Matthew 4:1-11 

Coming up this month at St Leonard’s 
 
 

Breakfast in Church:  
Saturday 14th February,  

9am - 11am 
 

Do pop along and join in if you 
are free and enjoy a catch up 

with fellow villagers. 

Church Wardens: Gill Gosling: 01380 870553 Debbie Meatyard: 07954 117515 


